WHAT?
Building Relationships with
toddlers, enjoying your time
with them, and treating them
with respect.

WHY?

When toddlers have strong
connections to their teachers,
they are more likely to enjoy
their time in the classroom,
which provides a foundation
for exploring and learning.
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WHAT?

Any adults or children
expressing anger or frustration
in the classroom; using threats

or physical actions to control
children; teasing children or
making them feel ashamed.

WHY?

Children cannot learn when
they are afraid, sad, or angry.
An environment free form
negativity provides the best
space for children to learn and
develop positive
social-emotional skills.

Toddler: NEGATIVE CLIMATE

Different in the sense you are aiming to AVOID these behaviors in your classroom.
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WHAT?

Being available to provide
comfort to children and respond
to their individual needs by
listening and watching for their
verbal and physical cues.

WHY?

When toddlers see their
teachers as a source of comfort
and security, they are more
willing to try new things,
explore, and learn.

Toddler: TEACHER SENSITIVITY
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Toddler:

WHAT?

Giving children choices and
letting their interest determine
what activities you do, how you
do them, and how long you do
them; helping children learn to

care for themselves and take
responsibility

WHY?

Children have to be interested
in an activity in order for them
to learn from it. If you let
children choose activities, you
can feel confident they are
ready to learn.
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Toddler: BEHAVIOR GUIDANCE

WHAT?

Clearly explaining to children how
you want them to behave and
praising them when they meet your
expectations; keeping children
involved in activities and effectively
redirecting any dangerous or
disruptive behaviors.

WHY?

Toddlers are in the process of
learning about appropriate behavior,
but they are not yet fully self-
regulated. They need adults to teach
them what to do and recognize
them when they are doing the right
thing. The less time children spend
engaged in inappropriate behavior,
they more time they can spend
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Toddler: QUALITY OF FEEDBACK

WHAT?

Responding to what children say
and do in ways that deepen
their understanding or
encourage them to persist

WHY?

Feedback that is individualized
to where children are
developmentally helps them
reach the next level of learning
and understanding.
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Toddler: LANGUAGE MODELING

WHAT?

Creating a language-rich
environment; encouraging
children to talk and teaching them
how to use language to
communicate.

WHY?

Children’s language expands when
they are given opportunities to
use language and when teachers
model more complex language.
By hearing various uses and forms
of language, children develop new
language skills, which contribute
to their academic and social
success.
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