Pre-K: POSITIVE CLIMATE

WHAT?

Building genuine relationships
with children, having fun together,
and treating one another with
respect.

WHY?

Children are more motivated to
learn when they feel happy,
relaxed, and connected to others.
When teachers and children enjoy
being with each other, they are
able to get the most out of their
time together.
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Pre-K: NEGATIVE CLIMATE

Different in the sense you are aiming to AVOID these behaviors in your classroom.

WHAT?

Expressing anger or frustration in
the classroom; using threats or
physical actions to control
children; teasing children or
making them feel ashamed

WHY?

When children are afraid, angry, or
upset- even briefly- they cannot
learn. When you provide children
with an environment free from
negativity and anger, they feel
happier, display fewer challenging
behaviors, and are better able to
connect to you and learn.
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Pre-K: TEACHER SENSITIVITY

WHAT?
Noticing and responding to the
academic and emotional needs
and concerns of children

WHY?

Children with teachers who are in
tune with their needs see teachers
as a secure base. This helps
children feel more comfortable
and confident because they know
an adult will help them when they
face a challenge.
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WHAT?

Creating a child-centered learning
environment where children can
make choices and activities are
designed around their interests;
giving children leadership
opportunities and listening to
their opinions; allowing children to
move and talk

WHY?
Preschoolers love learning to do
new things on their own.

By creating opportunities for
children to pursue their interests
and take on responsibility, you
increase children’s independence
and motivation to learn.
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Pre-K: BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT

WHAT?

Establishing clear behavior
expectations and redirecting any
misbehavior quickly and
effectively so that learning time is
maximized for children

WHY?

Constantly managing behavior can
be draining for children and
teachers. When you are consistent
and positive in your behavioral
expectations, children know how
they are expected to behave, and
you spend less time managing
behaviors and more time teaching
and learning.
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Pre-K: PRODUCTIVITY

WHAT?
Managing activities and routines
so that children do not have any
downtime during the day

WHY?

A productive classroom increases
children’s exposure to learning
opportunities. Additionally,
children who are consistently
engaged in activities are less likely
to misbehave and interfere with
other children’s learning.
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WHAT?

Focusing children’s attention to
ensure they are engaged and
know what they’re doing and why
they’re doing it; making learning
fun and interesting for children

WHY?
When children are actively
engaged, they learn more.

By planning meaningful activities
and facilitating them in ways that
get children interested, you set
the stage for learning.
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WHAT?
Promoting children’s thinking skills
by providing activities and
discussions that focus on
creativity, experimentation,
real-world applications, and
problem solving, rather than
memorization

WHY?

Giving children challenging
opportunities to think creatively
and analytically, rather than
memorize facts, encourages them
to connect what they learn to
their own lives and apply new
thinking skills to future learning.

Pre-K: CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT
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Pre-K: QUALITY OF FEEDBACK

WHAT?

Responding to what children say and
do in ways that deepen their
understanding or encourage them to
persist; continuing back-and-forth
exchanges until children successfully
complete a task or reach a deeper
level of understanding

WHY?

Effective feedback deepens children’s
understanding and helps them persist
in tasks they otherwise couldn't
complete. By intentionally looking for
every occasion to provide meaningful
feedback to children, you create
many more learning opportunities
throughout the day.
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Pre-K: LANGUAGE MODELING

WHAT?
Encouraging children to talk and
providing them with a language-

rich environment

WHY?

Children develop new language
skills when they are given
opportunities to use the language
that they know and when adults
model more complex language.
These language skills are
important to children’s academic
and social success.
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